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Mark Gresham

The period following the bursting of Japan’s economic
bubble in the early 1990s is often referred to as “The
Lost Decade”. 1 think that it’s probably true that we
would all call 2020 “the lost year” due to the effects of
the pandemic on our businesses and our lives. It’s
amazing that a year which began with such promise
quickly soured and left us all wondering how to cope.

While Japan has been spared much of the contagion
and subsequent loss of life that occurred in many other
parts of the world, the effects of the virus have been
strongly felt, nevertheless. All levels of schooling,
from kindergarten through university, were closed for
a long stretch of time—and for people in the business
of selling to these institutions that closure was
devastating. Public spaces such as museums and
galleries were also shut down and, again, we felt the
effects.

city were curtailed, to say nothing of longer business

Visits to customers even just across the same

trips to Kansai, Tohoku, Hokkaido and other places.
Perhaps the most disappointing thing for me was the
cancellation of the Frankfurt Book Fair—for 25 years
it has been the highlight of my business year.
Although I don’t know for sure, I suspect that “book
fairs” will all take on a new form when/if they resume.
I’m also not sure that I or anyone else will ever fully
become used to many Zoom or Teams video meetings
each week but it has proven to be an effective way of
staying in touch and up-to-date . . . and is much
cheaper than the airfare to Europe!

Some markets for print books (or at least some
publishers of print books) have reported increased

sales during the
pandemic rather than
a loss of sales. The
evidence seems to
suggest that when
people are locked-
down (a different
nuance than “locked-
up”) they will not
only binge-watch TV
but will also take joy
in reading. I don’t

know how Japan has
responded to this
trend . . . maybe Japanese publishers have been blessed
with more sales to people who have decided to stay
home. Certainly it’s not the case with printed

academic books.

I think that the lesson is, as always, that we need to be
flexible and find ways to change and adapt our
businesses for the better. The world moves around us
at ever-faster speeds, whether it’s the result of a
pandemic or some leap in technology. It’s hard to “be
ready” for any of it but I think it’s less difficult to make
the effort to think and respond with speed and agility
if we have the right attitude and accept that “change” is
both inevitable and often good. We’ll be seeing some
changes in JAIP in 2021 and I hope that we all can
greet these with a positive and cooperative spirit that
makes our organization stronger and sustainable.

Happy New Year.
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E New and Forthcoming Books

RENAISSANCE BOOKS

HieDHKAMENZ 28
US-Japan Human Rights Diplomacy Post 1945. 2 vols.

US-JAPAN HUMAN RIGHTS

SRR Trafficking, Debates, Outcomes and Documents

Roger Buckley

Roger Buckley
This is a pioneering study of a worsening human rights issue, supported by documentary evidence

(Part 1) with Part Il providing an extensive collection of primary sources, including international

covenants, US Trafficking In Persons and Congressional reports, and Japanese government

papers. The author describes and assesses how the United States, post-1945, has deployed public
ISBN:978-1-912961-12-2 | diplomacy to lead the global fight against sexual and labour trafficking. In particular, it traces how the
Hardback 750 pp US has named and shamed its key ally Japan to improve its human rights performance as measured

February 2021 £225.00 by US annual listings of trafficking activity. Japan's belated attainment of Tier One ranking suggests

that the US in some circumstances has been able to succeed in its declared ‘war’ on domestic and

international trafficking.

APFRT A= R - RITEH GRICEIRERD BB L, Oy 7 RS R, AT YRR

TR AU T TR Richard Sorge, the GRU and the Pacific War
Unbeaten Tracks in Japan John W.M. Chapman

Revisiting Isabella Bird. new abridged ed

| lla Bir
sabella d lauded as those of a superlative human intelligence operator
Kiyonori Kanasaka (notes & commentaries) and the Soviet Union’'s GRU (Soviet military intelligence unit)

Sorge’s activities between 1930 and 1942 have tended to be

Isabella Bird’s best-selling book on Japan is republished here, as the optimum of spy-masters. Although it was unusual for

but with a difference: for the first time, it is now fully annotated a great deal of inside knowledge to be obtained from the

with supporting commentaries, providing = Japanese side, most attention has always

the twenty-first century reader with an the GRU and the
. Pacific War

been paid on the German side to the roles

e Ay i enhanced informed view of the new played by representatives of the German

- . .
‘modern Japan’ as Bird experienced it in r l'l Army in Japan. This book, supported by

1878 Qd extensive notes and a bibliography, by

This volume is the original 1885 edition. o contrast, highlights the friendly relations

» It is not a facsimile, but has been £ between Sorge and Paul Wenneker,
= German naval attaché in Japan from 1932

reprocessed digitally to enable the

annotations to be inserted, as well as the 40 copperplate to 1937 and 1940-45.

illustrations to be restored to their original quality.

ISBN: 978-1-898823- 79-7 Hardback 400 p. ISBN: 978-1-912961- 09-2 Hardback 144 p.
March 2020 £55.00 November 2020 £55.00
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