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New Year Message

Mark Gresham

In last year’s message I highlighted the idea of
diversity... both in society and in our organization.
The year 2019 was certainly characterized by a wide
variety of people who came to Japan for the wildly-
successful Rugby World Cup just a couple of months
ago. It was very impressive, not just to me but to the
world at large, to witness such a crowd of non-
Japanese who were welcomed with the wonderful
hospitality that only Japan can offer. I have no idea
how many Namibians or Samoans actually came to
watch and support their national teams but the
number of Japanese supporters of their teams was,
frankly, amazing.

And so we enter 2020 — the year of the Tokyo
Olympics when once again thousands of foreign
visitors will come to Japan to experience that same
“omotenashi” that we saw with the RWC. I can’t help
but wonder about and be proud of the role our
businesses have played — indirectly, of course — in
the internationalization of Japan through the printed
and digital dissemination of language, culture and
learning in English and other tongues. It is truly
satisfying to think that we have all somehow made a
difference.

As for JAIP-related issues . . .
preparing for the first JAIP seminar in a rather long

as I write we are

time. Of course, as you are reading this it will
already have taken place and I can only hope that it
was as interesting and as successful as we hoped it
would be. With educational institutions in countries
such as the UK implementing policies that will

require Open Access for books from some not-to-
distant date it’s important for us to know how
academic publishing is likely to change and what
effect that might have on our businesses in Japan,
even though OA is not yet mandated here. I recently
attended a workshop where several editors from US
university presses discussed OA in their own
publishing and they were very reassuring that it does
not mean the end of the printed book for sale. In
fact, they could point to some cases where the
availability of a book via OA actually supported
larger sales of the printed book. In any case, this is
one of many topics that our industry will need to
come to terms with. Perhaps you have others topics
you'd like to see addressed in a JAIP seminar? If so,
please do let us know.

Happy New Year!
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Julia Phillips, Disappearing Earth, Knopf, 2019 [/]Niit]
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Ben Lerner, The Topeka School, Farrar, Straus &
Giroux, 2019 [/i]
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Ted Chiang, Exhalation, Knopf, 2019 [/Mi]
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Valeria Luiselli, Lost Children Archive, Knopf, 2019
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Kevin Barry, Night Boat to Tangier, Doubleday, 2019
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Patrick Radden Keefe, Say Nothing, Doubleday, 2019
[Vv7423av]
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Leo Damrosch, The Club, Yale University Press,
2019 [V 7423vav]
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Sarah M. Broom, The Yellow House, Grove Press,
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Rachel Louise Snyder, No Visible Bruises,
Bloomsbury, 2019[ /¥ 7423 av]
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Adam Higginbotham, Midnight in Chernobyl, Simon
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—International Book Fair
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/7” a—= 1 E/f,’}-" J/L, E gfﬁf ~PBologna Children’s Book Fair~
MeITHIRE: 202043H298 (H) H% 68 /H 783877 )L : Grand Hotel Elite % x%*
ke 235,000k~ KEATRIGFETEIL—THISS
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0> IL E = fEE ~ The London Book Fair~
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é 2‘6 E%E ~BookExpo America~
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