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London Book Fair 2017

By Mark Gresham

Travelling abroad these days can be a little bit
frightening. A couple of years ago I stopped by
Istanbul on the way to Frankfurt -- and on the day
I landed there was a bombing in Ankara that killed
over 100 people. As I wandered around the historic
sites of Istanbul and took note of all of the tourists
I thought about how this place, too, would be a
good target for terrorists. And of course a couple
of months later there was a bombing right where
I had been standing. This morning the news was
about London, where I was last week.

Still, if you' re careful and watchful the hope is that
you' 1l be able to avoid trouble. And so it was that
I wandered the halls of Olympia once again this
year. After 3 years in this location I think I' ve
finally figured out the numbering system, but that’
s not to say that it makes much sense. The two
largest halls (with cathedral ceilings reaching to the
skylights above) where the big trade and academic
publishers are located are Halls 6 and 7, joined by
a passageway where publishers also display. Both
of these halls have fairly wide upstairs balconies
that encircle the main halls, and each of these
is numbered. This is where many of the visual
publishers have set up. Then, on the same level as
the balconies but in the back of the two grand halls
are the much less-travelled halls featuring children’
s publications, educational materials and publishing-
related services.

It would be a lie, of course, for me to say that I
know everybody in international publishing . .. but
sometimes, after nearly a quarter-century in the
business, it does seem that way. In addition to the
40 or so scheduled appointments I had over the
three days there were another 10 or 15 impromptu
meetings in the crowded corridors or while standing
in line for a cup of coffee. It s amazing, really, how
much can be accomplished in those short meetings
when both parties realize that they have to get
going to some other already-scheduled appointment.
I also especially like it when you run into someone
who says “Mark ... I was hoping I' d run into
you. Mr./Ms. So-and-so at such-and-such publisher
wants to have a quick word with you about X, Y or
Z. Can you possibly drop by and say hello?”

The London Book Fair is shorter by 2 days than
the Frankfurt Book Fair . .. and quite a bit smaller
in scale. I think this creates enormous energy
from the very first minute the doors open at 9
on Tuesday morning. There s work to be done
and not a lot of time to do it. There’ s a rush of
humanity to get to that first 9 AM appointment,
running the gauntlet of Fair staff who scan your
badge and hand you the day s issue of The
Bookseller or Publisher’ s Weekly. By the time
you arrive at your appointment you ve collected
a couple of magazines, a couple more flyers
announcing a new title that will be launched by the
author and you’ ve probably tripped more than
once over any number of pulled suitcases that many
people still insist on bringing with them.

The lines of people waiting at the reception desks
for the very largest publishers (and the very largest
publisher stands) can sometimes be frustrating.
Most appointments are only 30 minutes but if you
have to wait for 10 minutes before you can make
your presence known to the receptionist who will
then try to locate the person (or at least their table)
with whom you are supposed to meet, suddenly
your time for talking is now reduced by a third. In
most cases, though, it doesn’ t really matter all that
much ‘- the visit is more about proving that you'
re still alive and doing well than it is about anything
of substance - that s all dealt with in emails before
and after the Fair. So why go? What' s the point?

T ve asked myself that any number of times over
the last few years - both about London and about
Frankfurt - and the answer I continually come back
to is that these Fairs are inspiring and exemplary of
the creative industry in which we work. The sheer
numbers of people from around the world who are
there because they share the same passion, because
they have weathered the same storms, because
they have devised new solutions to old problems,
because they have stepped up to the challenges
and opportunities of new technology and most
of all because they have embraced the idea that
what we do is worthwhile and important beyond
logical explanation give meaning to all of the days
and months when we sit at our desks back home
dealing with the very ordinariness of daily business.
It s why I go.



EVRRICHEMUTOET

HAEHRHARARE volbl No3GEE546%) FATH20164E51H  fishs M B4

FATHT BRSNS T101-0051 H#R- T H XA A RIT1-1-13 BWMHMN  TEL 03-3518-9631 FAX 03-3518-9523
URL:http://www.jaip.jp E-mailoffice@jaip.jp




