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The London International Book Fair 2015

There were a LOT of people at this year s LIBF . .

and I knew some of them. I had appointments with
more than 30 and ran into many more while wandering
the corridors looking for those first 30. Running into
people was the easy part; trying to find anything that
wasn t in Hall 6 or Hall 7 proved a little more difficult,
especially when the apron-balconies above both Halls
6 and 7 were considered separate halls with their own
numbering system. Still, even though I was initially
confused I never missed an appointment and somehow
even managed to add in another 3 or 4 to what I
thought was an already-full schedule when somebody
I ran into just had to have a 5 or 10 minute chat. One
of my scheduled appointments took place in a quiet
corner where the oversized trash barrel made a perfect
table to open up my notebook and take down some
important information. And many thanks, too, to The
Emirates Center for Strategic Studies and Research for
lending me an unused table at their large stand where
I and two others could actually rest our cups of coffee
while chatting about the publishing plan for the second
half of this year!

“other”
Do the conversations focus

I' ve often wondered about what people talk
about at those meetings.
on the printed word? The latest in Shakespeare, Asian
economics and medieval studies? Those are certainly
what my conversations were about. It would seem that
the message has not only been delivered but has been
“book”

is still very much a print-based market and not the

understood that Japan' s academic market
great opportunity for digital offerings that perhaps
other markets are. Sure, journals and databases
are primarily delivered in “e” form here but the
dream that students, professors and researchers in
Japan would all be reading textbooks and research
monographs from Kindles or iPads as quickly and
as easily as perhaps they might elsewhere seems to
have been tempered. The publishers I spoke with
were much more interested in whether the market for
printed books continues to decline, stabilize, or find

pockets of growth.

Like last year, there continues to be concern over the
effects of the weakened Yen against the Dollar and
the Pound.
drop in a publisher’ s sales to one importer in Japan

In the past it was often the case that a

would be balanced by a rise in the sales to another.

But more than
once I was told
that the drop in
2014 was across
the board - total
sales to Japan
are down and
the question was
will they recover?
Where I could
point to a rise in
our purchases in
2014 over 2013
it was usually
due to a specific
title or set of titles that were particularly appropriate
to this market - a point that needs to be emphasized
to academic publishers for whom Japan is important
but not necessarily the main market for which they
publish. The days of selling hundreds of sets of

“major works” based on journal articles thematically
selected and edited are long gone but the need for solid
research monographs or original works of reference
- “handbooks” and
real. When publishers devalue these in favor of short-
form (120-150 page)
Essential . . ."

“companions” - is still very
“Introduction to . ..” or “The
because these sell well in their home
markets we in Japan have fewer titles to choose from
and ultimately fewer titles to sell. The same is even
truer when publishing moves away from “academic”

to “trade-academic” or even just ‘trade”, where
the market is understood to be an educated general
readership . . . these don' t appeal to Japan's
institutional market and Japan' s very well-educated
general readership generally reads in Japanese and not
in English. It' s important to make these points so that
publishers understand that responsibility for falling

sales is a shared concern.

London, like Frankfurt, is a place where years of built-
up relationships and trust allow both publishers and
booksellers to air their concerns, hopes and thoughts
about the future. Email and Skype have their place
in the business world of the 21st century but nothing
beats a cup of coffee with friends and associates on the
stand - even if that stand might not be either yours or
theirs!

Mark Gresham (United Publishers Services Limited)
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