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London Book Fair 2016

Last year in my short article about the London
International Book Fair I concluded that “nothing
beats a cup of coffee with friends and associates”

at one of these events. My point, of course, is/
was that there are many ways of maintaining
contact and relationships other than the face-to-face
type, but that a ‘real” meeting has great merit.
Having been to and returned from a beautiful
Spring London where thousands of people gathered
to celebrate publishing - print and digital - my
conclusion is the same: face-to-face meetings, even
relatively short ones, are important. The reality is
that probably only about 1/3 of my meetings were
significant in terms of the information that was
shared - new titles, new distribution, new publishers
- but all of them, I realized were important from

the ‘“relationship management” point of view.

The Fair lasts for only three days and the first
two are the busiest. In addition to publishers and
booksellers there seemed to be a fairly large number
of people who would be in the category of ‘general
public” milling around the corridors. The venue is
quite large but still it is extremely crowded and it's
often difficult to get from one place to another easily
When I asked a trade
publisher friend about all the people there he told

on those first two days.

me that there are, of course, many who are there
to see what's new and what's coming but that
there are also many who are trying to find someone
to publish their book for them. They move from
publisher to publisher, usually without appointments,
and hope that they will receive some positive
feedback on their literary or scholarly endeavor.

It's interesting, I think, to note that the divide (or
perhaps what was once perceived of as a divide)
between digital and print is less obvious these
days. Publishers and booksellers alike have become
much more comfortable with the idea of providing
content to readers in a form that the reader selects.

If someone wants a book in its printed form it is

readily available. If they want it in any number of
digital forms it is also readily available. And if they
just want a part of it digitally then that's possible
too. I suspect that there will come a time when the
reporting of sales will no longer be concerned over
format (although it will continue to be important
to keep careful watch, just as it has been with
hardback and paperback editions.)

The scholarship which drives academic publishing
continues to be impressive. It s obviously still
possible to say something new about Shakespeare
or Keynes. And it's motivating to know that, in
addition to a few really large academic publishers
whose publishing covers a wide spectrum of subject
matter, there are still “specialist” publishers
who devote their time and energy to very specific
areas of interest. Similarly, in the areas of art/
architecture/design there is an enormous output, not
all of which will be marketable in all markets but of
which there are gems to be had for Japan and other
markets. Title selection relies on knowing one’

s own customers and overall market requirements
and being able to quickly focus on what is (and what
With only 30

minutes in most cases it can be a challenge in these

is not) appropriate to that business.

meetings, but the professionalism of publishers who
know their lists and their customer base, along with
the experience of the booksellers who are seeking
those ‘gems’ means that in most cases the 30
minutes is both well-spent and productive.
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PN T For T e W PR T B S e [ 3 e
2006 11,159/ 108%| 100| 4,580 100%| 100(15,739|105%| 100
2007 (11,831 106%| 106| 4,810/ 105%| 105(16,641|106%| 106
2008 [10,816| 91% 97| 4717| 98%| 103(15,533| 93% 99
2009 (11,358 105%| 102| 4,593| 97%| 100({15951|103%| 101
2010 (14,425 127%| 129| 4974/ 108%| 109(19,399|122%| 123
2011 (10,608 74% 95| 4,305| 87% 94114913| 77% 95
2012 9,933 94% 89| 3,609 84% 79|13,542] 91% 86
2013(12,203| 123%| 109| 3,306| 92% 72|15,509| 115% 99
2014 (12,800| 105%| 115| 2,892| 87% 63(15,692| 101%| 100
2015(12,300| 101%| 110| 2,638| 80% 58(14,938| 96% 95

(%6) Egiﬁ1 O$F§®§%§'¥E§5®§ﬁﬂikgﬁkt$®?&§

(BEArAAM)
A W A WoH
FE % % o= + #® o=

2006 51,919 T77% 15,739 23%
2007 50,904 75% 16,641 25%
2008 44,529 74% 15,533 26%
2009 36,975 70% 15,951 30%
2010 34,783 64% 19,399 36%
2011 32,247 68% 14,913 32%
2012 29,780 69% 13,542 31%
2013 32,163 67% 15,509 33%
2014 32,650 68% 15,692 32%
2015 30,166 67% 14,938 33%
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T BOHWBITHEA S VEEIEH 95% 25K F
VifTHOLNTED, hoEEidr— o3k
FERYF, AL X750 TEH, TT54EEFED
FIHCHEERY FRAAL A 75 OREFITRHRLT
WAHIKRE o TWET, — KT, AR A
NP DOHHETMHLE LI F LD
Ty SIS ZOROFZHEITD 6L LTW
I3, EhbiE, TR I AR HPORRITRE
flcka2d o0& BbhF 355 2015 FE 20T
AWM MRV EATHLDOPMERTE TS, 7277
L. 2ORIZIEHY TRAD, THRAOMY ., i
T8 LTS ST E T,
[ oHeat] (& WBE (BB MR L7: [TH
%E AR L — M EAHEOHOET % EOH; 4
WO, FIIELBANY O U %A O T HE) 12
Lo THEPLI|MELZHBEOEHIZL EDnT
HFEFFEN T ETOT, RMWITIZAEOREN
WL ZoTwEd, 2D, KallZBh s
SHEOZALIE, LAY oz (UME) o
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BHEINLLOTH L 0HMAB X & LT3R
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Bl (BHEAEAN) 25 L CThE Lz, £8Id.
C O AR L ARG GHEEAL) 12, TSI
FLEERIIEEE | 2k L 72 mi4E L oo in & P31
M2 DTT, HL EFTLRH LOFMETH
D, ZFEME LTRTWAZITUTE B E 2%
B O HET ofi A FE L Ul O ZE B 0 38 ASHERR T &
BB E T, B2 2015 4E1d 2014 4F 12N
THHMZWAZE (H) 1X8% Db LT
FA JEM ONEF) Tix 085 (15% k) &
WCHA LTV I EPMERTE LT, $72, 2014
AETIEEAZA 1.02 &N T2 D15t L TRl
13097 LA LTVWET, ZOXHIT, WAHD
BRI AT L BB KE L MARDNE 2 72
ELTH, ERELT, BiN—Z T Tw

5 (WAREER->T05D) boLEMNTE FT,
BB T\ 2015 4F O iy AFEASIFAM X — A CTIEiaT
WKCRZTWBU RIS L Tws EHENLE L
B TOROFEDS DO DRI 5 D TIE AW
NEBVET,
WONBRFELAZEY, SOLR=-FTIR WFH
BHIFEERL TS [BHHE] (B SHmEr])
DF—=FERNBIILTVET, 20O [HHHE
WX LT MUK MBEDPREEL TS TERI
IR | O—HH TH 5 [E BT E Gal
ZHBEER L LTRSS TOET A, W&
WL OO R THEEDSD Y T3 TEIBSINERRT
e K& TREINE] & TEARNE] Mgk
B 2 TB Y [BHINE] & [H—
YA R [P EMU < [HEHE N
OHO—IHHTY,
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(RN EBEEDHEL-NOEE)

g FFHL—H
2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
BE TTS TTS ATEELE TTS ATEELE TTS ATEELE TTS ATEELE *$2011
KRJL(USD) 80.84 80.82 100% 98.65 122% 106.85 108% 122.05 114% 151
1—H(EUR) 112.62 104.13 92% 131.18 126% 141.92 108% 135.81 96% 121
FAUR(GBP) 132.06 130.49 99% 156.70 120% 178.21 114% 189.10 106% 143
ZA 275> (CHF) 91.10 86.06 94% 106.25 123% 116.52 110% 126.85 109% 139
FEART(CNY) 12.75 13.03 102% 16.20 124% 17.49 108% 19.52 112% 153
£4+/N—Y (THB) 2.70 2.65 98% 3.26 123% 3.34 102% 3.62 108% 134

(E1) HRBESHBERRPERL VS [ESWE BEFILE] (WA SFLE) OMER LU6EE
(F2) L—hE ZERTUFIRITHIRRL TV B ZBEO AR FIEEO BT

(R8) BE-HFORBEFMABEHHREMOME S LU [EZMEEERLE | ([CHEDHFHEMETFY
(#f1 A% 10075F Bffi: 1,0002=5b)
I 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

mo  |MAR HE WA g | SR e MY | 2R | e (M wm | 2R e (MY wm | 2R | e (R4 wm | 2R | e

A&t 34783 " [32,247| 093 | ** “* 129,780 0.92 | *** ** 132,163| 1.08 | *** 182,650 1.02 | *** *** 130,166| 0.92
KERJL [24,939283,11323,298| 0.93 291,340 1.03 |21,769| 0.93 [269,354) 0.92 [23,897| 1.10 [242,241| 0.90 [24,079| 1.01 25357 0.93 21,252 0.88 (174,125 0.77
=] 8,209 | 8,209 | 7,465 | 0.91 | 7,465 | 0.91 | 6,686 | 0.90 | 6,686 | 0.90 | 6,626 | 0.99 | 6,626 | 0.99 | 6,742 | 1.02 | 6,742 | 1.02 | 6,999 | 1.04 | 6,999 | 1.04
a-0 |1,113[9,493 1,016 091 |9,120| 096 | 879 | 0.86 | 8,437 | 093 |1,094| 124 |8,336| 099 (1,159| 1.06 [8,167 | 0.98 | 1,116 | 0.96 8,218 | 1.01
ZEARR| 104 | 747 | 64 | 062 | 488 | 065 | 60 | 0.92 | 456 | 0.93 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00
24277 | 122 | 1,431 97 | 079 |1,062| 0.74 | 89 | 0.92 (1,038 | 098 | 113 | 1.26 |1,059| 1.02 | 131 | 1.16 | 1,121 | 1.06 | 75 | 0.58 | 595 | 0.53
fEART| O 0 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00 | 48 | 0.00 |2978| 0.00 | 163 | 3.38 |9,334 | 3.13 | 226 | 1.39 |11,590| 1.24
g4-18=Y | 0 0 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00 | 32 | 0.00 |9,866 | 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00 | 60 | 0.00 [16,666| 0.00
Z0fth | 296 0 306 | 1.04 0 0.00 | 298 | 0.97 0 0.00 | 402 | 1.35 0 0.00 | 539 | 1.34 0 0.00 | 437 | 0.81 0 0.00
mEEY | . . e we [ 100 . oo [ ogo | P we [ 0go | e xx we | g7 | xx « | 085
(3) TESWEIBERLEE]SESWE| @A) LEDOEEN-ADLET BSHMETE LS T —2DIEBEME BEP/HBAL TV ST —2TDEDVTERIN TVET,

(R EATRIKRFICHTIREERMRICEDHZBIHERYDOBEALBDHT

(B EAM)
FE FR21 5 (2009%) | Fr22% (20105F) | FHR23F(20114F) | Frh24%(2012%F) | FL25% (20135F) FR265F (20144F)
Jges £%8 FOLT) £%8 FoLT) %£%8 FSET] £%8 ESET] £%8 FoET) 2% XE | X FER21F
p 8818 | 88% | 8019 | 91% | 7.560 | 94% | 7.409 | 98% | 7.231 | 98% | 6:815 | 94% 77
BT SEME | 14751 | 74% | 12599 | 85% | 11,473 | 91% | 10,060 | 88% | 9.928 | 99% |10.445| 105% 71
a3t | 23569 | 79% | 20618 | 87% | 19033 | 92% | 17.469 | 92% | 17,150 | 98% | 17,260 | 101% 73
BT | 18992 | 128% | 19,680 | 104% | 20,821 | 106% | 21,832 | 105% | 23609 | 108% | 26396 | 112% | 139
. BYEH 455 470 640 | 136% | 615 | 96% | 692 | 113%
DB — | 3181 — | 3421 — | 3550 | 104% | 4164 | 117% | 4300 | 103%
a3t | 18992 | 128% | 23316 | 123% | 24712 | 106% | 26031 | 105% | 28388 | 109% |31,388| 111% | 165
ot 42561 | 95% | 43934 | 103% | 43745 | 100% | 43500 | 99% | 45547 | 105% | 48648 | 107% | 114
Z0Mt(5%) 7827 | 112% | 3560 | 45% | 3255 | 91% | 3167 | 97% | 2.837 | 90% | 2684 | 95% 34
EMEEANEREENST) | 73782 | 99% | 71,551 | 97% | 70518 | 99% | 69547 | 99% | 70,554 | 101% |72.966 | 103% 99
(4) BHEGH
WIS, WEED THIA L LSRR 035855 HDE2 BV LTV LR EEMN T LT =5 D—
LCTw5 [EiriEaok gt okiizss% DLLTCHRDZZIENTELDTIILZVWTL XY
FTCRIEWAZTNEERE T, £I1EF Do W PR 27T EEEREO T — 21U T O A
BE 26 4FE Q7T AEEEFAY) F T, HEE & A EE N CITEWA721) 9, http//www.mext.gojp/

. BT Yy —F v, BETE#HHE (eBook) o b_menu/houdou/28/03/1368704.htm

MR O T MTHLBEBT~OBIT  LLE, 2015 FOR BNV, i TiEdH h T35
OWHE IR, [HHmat] LR UAMNZOR  WMEIETWALZEE T, AARNRRY, TELER
BIHHH50LBbNF 3 HESLCHEOWMA HYVFLALLFHERTE TR A20NEFENTT,
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